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QUESTION 1 
 
(a) The metaphor of a “housing ladder” is used to describe certain aspects of the housing 
market. Discuss what this means in relation to the concepts of “churn” and the so called 
“gap” market         (10) 
 
(b) What is a housing bubble ?        (5) 
 
(c) What is meant by the use of the term “agency” in relation to actors in  
urban development ?        (5) 
 
[20] 
 
 
QUESTION 2 
 
In a recent critique of development building up to the Olympics in Rio de Janeiro, Theresa 
Williams wrote the following in the Architectural Review : 
“The greatest threat to informal settlements around the world has long been forced evictions. 
In Rio de Janeiro alone, 19000 families have been removed from their homes in the past 5 
years, while 40 000 live under threat of removal, typically for legally or ethically questionable 
reasons. That is why the fight for land regularisation is growing across Latin America. But this 
movement could make things worse, because a new threat is emerging in Rio : gentrification. 
Also called ‘white removal’ or ‘market removal’ by locals, gentrification is only made possible 
through land regularisation. A recent study claimed the cost of living in Rio had seen the 
highest increase of any global city over the past 6 years. In this booming real-estate market, 
favelas are left untouched because the residents lack legal ownership status, so the formal 
market is unable to affect their homes. This means there are two distinct housing markets in 
Rio : the favelas, with affordable prices, where approximately 24 percent of cariocas live (the 
indigenous population of Rio) and the formal city with its unregulated market prices. 
Paradoxically, in a heated speculative real estate market, favelas are a more secure source of 
affordable housing because of the lack of formal ownership titles. No co-incidence then that 
the same authorities that implement anti-favela policies are for the first time defending land 
titles and calling for regularisation” 
 
 
a) What is meant by the term “tenure” ?      (5) 
 
b) What is meant by the term “gentrification” ?       (5) 
 
c) How are the concepts of land regularisation and gentrification linked   (5) 
 
d) What is meant by the term ‘housing consolidation’ ?     (5) 
 
e) The Peruvian economist, Hernando de Soto describes the concept of “dead capital” 
Define what is meant by this and describe the implications of this in relation to the above 
issues.          (10)  
 
           [30] 
 
QUESTION 3 
 
(a) What is the purpose of a housing policy ?     (10) 
 
(b) What is the role of government in defining a housing policy   (5) 
 
           [15] 
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QUESTION 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In relation to the work of Alejandro Aravena and Elemental in Chile, how are the theories of 
the following – John Habraken (Supports) and Nabeel Hamdi (Supporter vs provider 
paradigm) integrated into this example ? 
           (20) 
 
           [20] 
 
 
QUESTION 5 
 
a) Define the concept of an ‘ecological footprint’ in urban terms.    (5) 
 
b) What is meant by the terms Social Housing ? What differentiates it from other housing 
delivery models ?         (10) 
 
[15] 
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